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SUBJECT: CALL ON MALAGASY MINISTER OF FINANCE 

REF: TANANARIVE 0551 

1. I USED INITIAL CALL MARCH 28 ON MAJOR DESIRE 

RAKOTOARIJAONA, NEW MALAGASY MINISTER OF FINANCE AND MEMBER 
OF MILITARY DIRECTORY, TO GIVE HIM A THOROUGH BRIEFING ON 
U.S. AID AND CREDIT POSSIBILITIES FOR MADAGASCAR, BOTH 
COMMITMENTS ALREADY MADE AND PROJECTS OR PROPOSALS 
WASHINGTON AGENCIES PREPARED TO CONSIDER. (DETAILS 
BEING SENT BY AIRGRAM.) 

2. MY PURPOSE, AS IN CALL ON MAJOR SOJA (REFTEL), WAS TO 
INSURE THAT RAKOTOARIJAONA IS THOROUGHLY AWARE OF EXTENT 
OF U.S. ASSISTANCE POSSIBILITIES WHEN MILITARY DIRECTORY 
CONSIDERS ADEQUACY OF NASA RENTAL OFFER OF $100,000 PER 
YEAR FROM 1973 ON. IN THIS MANNER I HOPE TO BUILD SUPPORT 
WITHIN DIRECTORY FOR GENERAL ANDRIAMAHAZO'S READINESS 
ACCEPT NASA RENTAL OFFER. 

3. OTHER SUBJECTS DISCUSSED WITH MINISTER FINANCE SEPARATELY 
REPORTED. 

MENDENHALL 
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